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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

STATEMENT FROM BOB JOHNSON FOUNDER OF BLACK
ENTERTAINMENT TELEVISION ON THE DEATH OF
MICHAEL JACKSON

BETHESDA, MD//June 25, 2009//As the founder of Black Entertainment Television (BET), we
owe a great deal of our existence to the genius of Michael Jackson who will forever be
remembered as the greatest entertainer and the most dynamic force in the recording industry that
the world has ever seen. This is a tragic loss that will be felt around the globe. I extend my most
heartfelt sympathy to the Jackson family and his fans worldwide. He will greatly be missed.

Media Inquiries: Traci Otey Blunt, 240.744.7858 or thlunt@rljcompanies.com

About The RLJ Companies: The RLJ Companies, founded by Robert L. Johnson, owner of the
NBA Charlotte Bobcats and founder of Black Entertainment Television, is a diverse portfolio of
companies in the financial services, asset management, real estate, hospitality, professional
sports, film production, automotive, and gaming industries. An innovative business network, The
RLJ Companies seeks to target undiscovered or underserved markets; then exercise solid
management to achieve results. The RLJ Companies is headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland,
with operations in Charlotte, Los Angeles, Florida
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