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off looking for somebody else who you want to do business. And you know what you find, the Chinese who 
want to do business. You find the Vietnamese who want to do business. You find the Brazilians. You find the 
Indians want to do business with you. 

Pelley: We have had unemployment around nine percent for more than two years now. Are you telling me you 
see a third year of that? 

Johnson: I don't see consumer confidence coming back. And that's 70 percent consumer spending of the 
economy.  

Pelley: How do you create jobs in this country? 

Johnson: Unfortunately now, I don't think we have the leadership either in the White House or the Congress to 
end what I call a zero-sum game mentality towards the U.S. economy. And until both parties agree that the goal 
is to rebuild the American economy to reflect the 21st century on a global environment - we're going to be 
stuck. And it's a little bit frightening from the standpoint of a business person and particularly an African-
American business person.  

Pelley: What do you mean frightening? 

Johnson: The facts are African-American unemployment is 16.7 percent, almost double the national average 
and probably higher than that when you factor in those people who've given up or those people who can't find 
real jobs. And studies continue to show that African-Americans are falling behind by every indices that you can 
imagine - home ownership, economic opportunity, access to capital. And that to me, creates a prescription that 
could lead to two societies, separate and unequal, but also to a lot of social unrest.  

Pelley: Your message to Washington then is what? 

Johnson: My message to Washington is simply sacrifice your political job for the job that American people 
want you to do. That's as simple as that. Be willing to be a one-term Congressperson. Be willing to be a one-
term President, be willing to be a one-term Senator. Take that position. That the issues before the country are far 
greater than me returning to Washington and starting the same old treadmill over again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2011/09/27/eveningnews/main20112502.shtml 
 


